CHEYENNE, Wyo. (AP) —
New groundwater testing in
Wyoming shows lower levels of
the carcinogen benzene than
what the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency reported
when it linked contaminants in
two water wells to hydraulic
fracturing, but only one well
was tested this time,

Benzene is a hydrocarbon
commonly associated with oil
and gas development. Lasl
vear's testing by the EPA
showed benzene at almost 50
times the recommended EPA
limit. The new data released
Wednesday by the U.S.
Geological Survey show ben-
zene at 3 percent of the recom-
mended EPA limit,

This year's tests and the pre-
vious tests aren't an apples-to-
apples comparison, however.
Researchers this time around
decided they couldn't get
enough water for a reliable
sample from one of the wells
the EPA drilled to test for pollu-
tion near the rural community
of Pavillion.

That low-flowing well had the
very high benzene level. In the
other well — the one research-
ers relied on for this year’s test-
ing — any amount of benzene in
the groundwater tested was too
small to be detected last year.

In thal sense, the resulls for
benzene this year are in line
wilh lasl year’s,

The results from this vear's
testing generally are “consis-
tent with ground water moni-

toring data  previously
released,” EPA spokeswoman
Alisha Johnson said by email,

Environmental groups and
Encana Corp., the Calgary-
based petroleum company that
operates the Pavillion gas field,
declined to comment on the
meaning behind the data
released Wednesday, saying
they needed more time to ana-
lyze the material,

Wyoming Gov. Matt Mead
also said the state would need
more time to review the data
gathered in collaboration with
the USGS, Wyoming, the EPA
and two American Indian
tribes.

“I feel that the process used
to acquire this dala was an
improvement on lhe process
used for the draft EPA report
last December,” Mead said in a
news release.

One person each represent-
ing Wyoming, the EPA and the
two tribes had the opportunity
to view the data in advance and
agreed not lo discuss any of
that information, according to
Mead spokesman  Renny
MacKay.

The USGS released tables
the amounts of dozens of chem-
icals without offering any analy-
sis.

Benzene is not among the
chemicals the EPA pointed to
last year in making the link to
hydraulic fracturing, commaonly
known as fracking, The process
involved blasting millions of
gallons of water mixed with

sand and chemicals down well
holes to crack open formations
and improve the flow of oil and
gas,

Wyoming officials and the
petroleum  industry criticized
the draft EPA study released in
December, characterizing its
findings as flimsy, State officials
were further incensed the EPA
did not consult with them about
the testing it was doing on their
turf.

Last winter, Wyoming offi-
cials and the EPA mended fenc-
es and announced they would
collaborate with the USGS and
tribes on the new testing, which
occurred over two days in late
April.

Meanwhile, some Pavillion-
area homegwners continue (o
complain about well water that
became befouled by chemicals
after gas drilling picked up in
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their neighborhood about seven
VEears ago.

One environmentalist repre-
senting the affecled residenls
wished for more official analy-
sis to go with the reams of new
data.

“A better interpretation of
the data would have been ben-
eficial for the impacted resi-
dents and the public,” Deb
Thomas, with the Powder River
Basin Resource Council, said
by email.

Encana spokesman Doug
Hock said the fact that one of
the wells didn't produce enough
water to use for the new testing
casts doubt on the previous
lesting,

“EPAs wells are improperly
constructed,” he said by email.

Encana will comment on the
results after it had more time to
review them, he said.

CLARIFICATION

Numbers used in Wednesday's New Jersey Herald in a story
about students attending Sussex County Community College
reflecled the number of full-time students enrolled for the fall
semester and the number of credit hours they are taking.

College officials said there were 1,491 part-time students taking
9,094 credit hours as of Sept. 16, bringing the total student body
head-count Lo 3,397 students taking a total of 34,692 credit hours.

The numbers represent a drop of 11.3 percent in total credit
hours taken compared to the fall 2011 term. Part-time student
enrollment numbers are down 3.5 percent while the number of full-
time students, 1,906, is down 13.8 percent from last vear.

Early projections are that the budget is running a 6.4 percent
deficit for the school year, and the administration will be looking at
ways Lo trim expenses and begin a discussion of the culs with the
Board of Trustees and staff when all September numbers are in.



